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The following text and translation of Narada's Bhakti Sutra is by William K. Mahony and
available in his book, Exquisite Love.

Sutfra 1

FATAT TTFd ATHTEATH: |

athato bhaktirh vyakhyasyamah

Now, therefore, we will speak of bhakti.

Sutra 2

HT R TCHIHET |

sa tvasmin paramapremarupa

It, truly, is of the nature of the highest form of love in this.

Sutra 3
TYAETEIT 7 ||

amrtasvarupa ca

And it is of the nature of ambrosia.

Sutra 4

Todeedl THI (@l Taeaqgar gatq gear 9atq |l

yal-labhva puman siddho bhavatyamrto bhavati trpto bhavati

Attaining it, a person becomes perfected, becomes immortal, becomes content.

Sutra 5
- [

Tq 9T 7 =g arsgia 7 et
7 3f¥ T T ArcErer 9afd |

yat prapya na kifncid vanchati na $ocati na dvesti na ramate notsahi bhavati

Having reached it, a person neither desires anything [else], nor grieves, nor hates, nor
enjoys [anything else], nor is active [in pursuit of selfish ends].
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Sutra 6
TSSTcaT §T 99 d a9l A TcHTIHT ST |l

yaj-jfiatva matto bhavati stabdho bhavati atmaramo bhavati

Having known which, one becomes ecstatic, one becomes stilled, one comes to delight
in the Self.

Sutra 7
N ™\
9T A hTHITHTAT ld(laﬁ\‘{cclld\ Il

sa na kdmayamana nirodhartpatvat

It does not arise from desire because it is of the nature of calming control.

Sutra 8

fﬁfl“’c]‘%ﬂ ATFATSATITCATT: |
nirodhastu lokavedavyaparanyasah

This control is the consecration of worldly and sacred activity.

Sutra 9

JrEaa=Iar gt ETaTar = |

tasminnananyata tadvirodhistidasinata ca

And, in this, there is non-otherness and disinterest in that which goes against it.

Sutra 10
ATHITON ATTST=aT |l

anyasrayanam tyago nanyata

In this non-otherness there is relinquishment of [all other] refuges.

Sutra 11

ATFARY TEATATAL ATIE L AIRTE AT |

lokavedesu tadanukiilacaranam tadvirodhisudasinata

Disinterest in that which goes against it [refers] to the performance of worldly and sacred
activities that are favorable to that [love].
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Sutra 12

Haq ReaeTeTigged ATarerord |

bhavatu niScayadardhyadiardhvam $astraraksanam

Even after [spiritual love arises in the heart], let there be a firm commitment to heeding
the teachings.

Sutra 13
ﬂfan‘Hldcumggqln

anyatha patityasankaya

Otherwise, there is danger of a fall.

Suifra 14

ATHISTT qTaea IS AT T =TI LTI T ||

loko’pi tavadeva bhojanadivyaparastvasariradharanavadhi

Certainly, also, let there be the performance of worldly activities such as eating that are
essential to supporting the life of the body until its end.

Sutra 15

AL AT=Ad ATATHAHET I

tal-laksanani vacyante nanamatabhedat

There are different descriptions of the characteristics of that [love] because there are
various ways of understanding it.

Sutra 16

TGS Sid arrard: |

pujadisvanuraga iti parasaryah

According to the son of Parasarya (that is to say, according to the sage Vyasa) [bhakti] is
an affectionate feeling in worship and other [practices].

Sutra 17
3
FATresard T

kathadisviti gargah
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According to Garga, [bhakti] is [expressed through the telling of sacred] stories and so
forth.

Sutra 18
AT AT ATfIeed; |
atmaratyavirodheneti $andilyah

According to Sandilya, [bhakti] is consonant with delight in the Self.

Sutra 19
ATEE] daadi@dTaedr qigeaor qeHeATgadid |

naradastu tadarpitakhilacarata tadvismarane paramavyakulateti

According to Narada, however, it is when all of one’s manner of action is of a
consecrated nature and when there is supreme sense of being lost upon forgetting.

Sutra 20
N N
AEYIHT H\ |l

astyevamevam

It is in these various ways [that bhakti is understood].



